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Close Reading Key 

$ = I like how the author…  ? = I’m not sure why the author…    U = This part is particularly effective because... 
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Main Idea 

and         

Supporting  

Details 

 main idea is presented 

 it is supported with details that tell more about the main 

idea 

 main idea is often found in the topic sentence 

Problem and            

Solution 

 a problem is presented 

 solutions to the problem are presented and evaluated 

 often used in persuasive/argumentative writing 

Compare and         

Contrast 

 subjects are presented to show their similarities and   

differences 

 points of comparison are the characteristics of the     

subjects being compared 

Cause and 

Effect 

 info is presented to show the relationship between ideas 

and events 

 often used in historical (like your history text book) and 

scientific (like your science text book) writing 

Chronological  

Order 

 info is presented in the order in which it happened 

 often used in biographies, autobiographies, and historical  

writing (like your history text book) 
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