
 23 

Marble Notebook Size (*color) 

© Jenna Smith, 2014  www.musingsfromthemiddleschool.blogspot.com 



 27 

Marble Notebook Size (*color) 

© Jenna Smith, 2014  www.musingsfromthemiddleschool.blogspot.com 

) 



 32 

© Jenna Smith, 2014  www.musingsfromthemiddleschool.blogspot.com 



 36 

However, providing kids with the opportunity to help those 

in need is actually a wonderful idea because it will likely cause      

just the opposite.  

Additionally, it will teach kids responsibility.  

Without a doubt, these are admirable qualities, therefore, 

it would certainly be in the best interest of our community 

to foster these qualities by having kids volunteer. 

Recently, our Board of Education announced it would      

require middle school students to spend a certain number 

of hours each semester doing volunteer work or community 

service.  

This responsibility will transfer to other parts of their 

lives, like becoming more responsible in school.  

Kids who perform community service, like serving in a soup 

kitchen or helping out at the Boys and Girls Club, will get a 

chance to work with members of our community who are less 

fortunate.  

Opponents of this idea claim that forcing people to do    

anything will make them angry and resentful.  

This will lead them to become more compassionate and       

understanding human beings.  

Name: ________________________   Date: ______________ 

Paragraph Puzzle (#1) 
Directions: Cut out the strips below and arrange them to 

make a strong argumentative paragraph.  
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Sports and activities are so important in a young person’s life   

because it’s how we get exercise and time with our friends.  

It would make doing well in school such a struggle.  

Their rational is that our developing brains need lots of sleep to 

function well and, unfortunately, kids today just are not getting 

enough.  

We could never get all of that stuff finished in an hour, so we would 

have to limit our activities and workload.  

Playing sports and participating in afterschool activities is a huge 

part of most kids’ lives.  

It seems there are some pediatricians recommending that          

adolescents go to bed by 8:OOpm.  

But, when I have basketball practice or a Girl Scout meeting, I am 

rarely home before 7:OOpm, and I am sure this true for many of 

friends, too.  

Although there may be some benefit to more sleep, earlier bedtimes 

would cause several other problems.  

I hope my parents hit snooze on this recommendation. 

If our bedtimes were 8:OOpm, this would leave us only one hour to 

eat dinner, take a shower, do homework, brush teeth, do chores, 

and pack our lunches for the next day.  

And there is no way we could give up homework and study time.  

Sure, there may be some benefit to more sleep, but an 8:OOpm   

bedtime is just too unrealistic.  

Name: _________________________   Date: ____________ 

Paragraph Puzzle (#2) 

Directions: Cut out the strips below and arrange them to 

make a strong argumentative paragraph.  
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Discussion Organizer 
(Argument Writing) 

1. Discussion team members: 

 

2. What is your question? 

   

3. What is your “gut” reaction to this question and why? 

 

 

 

4. What might be an argument against your gut reaction? 

 

 

 

 

***************************************************** 

5. Your teammates thoughts on this issue:  
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Name: _________________________   Date: _______________ 

Argumentative Paragraph 
Question: ___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________ 
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The holiday season is quickly approaching and you know 

what that means… 

Our annual 

Holiday Food Drive! 
So, clean out your cupboards and hit up a “can-can” sale  

because we need your donations! We will be collecting    

non-perishable goods that will be donated to local families 

who need a little help this holiday season. 

 

In addition to donations, you may want to consider being a 

Helping Hand. Helping Hands will be traveling around the 

community on Wed., Nov. 27 and delivering our                

collected goods to our neighbors. 

“At last year’s food drive, I volunteered 

as a Helping Hand and it was an       

awesome experience. All the families 

were so touched and grateful for their 

box of food. It felt so good to help these 

people out and certainly made me feel 

very grateful for all that I have. If you get 

the chance, volunteer to be a helping 

hand! You won’t regret it!” 

  ~ Jamie K., grade 8  
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 “Folks who spent just 

an hour a week doing some 

form of service work, report-

ed feeling a reduction in 

stress. Further, they claim 

to have felt an increase in 

happiness and overall satis-

faction with their daily lives,” 

says Brinley. 

 Dr. Mark Halden, 

principal at Randall Junior 

High, believes so much in 

the benefits of community 

service that he is urging his 

Board of Education to re-

quire middle school stu-

dents to spend a certain 

number of hours per semes-

ter volunteering. 

 “When students vol-

unteer, they develop a real 

sense of compassion for 

their fellow man. They de-

velop a strong sense of re-

spect for their community 

and pride in their actions. 

Additionally, our students 

who volunteer demonstrate 

responsibility, which mani-

fests in less tardiness and 

absenteeism,  

and fewer missing or incom-

plete homework assign-

ments.  

 “A service require-

ment for our students is a 

win-win! The community 

benefits and the student 

benefits. This in turn benefits 

our entire school.” 

 Despite the research 

Halden has to support his 

push for a community ser-

vice requirement for middle 

schoolers, there are some 

students and parents who 

are rallying against it. 

 “You can’t force any-

one to do anything!” says 

Dan L., parent of a 6th grade 

student at Randall. “When 

you force people to do 

things they don’t want to do, 

they get resentful. I don’t 

want my kid to be resentful. 

They go to school to learn, 

not volunteer. The school 

should leave this alone.” 

 The Randall School 

Board will be voting on this 

issue early next week. 

BY J. SMITH 

NEW JERSEY—Those who have spent 

time volunteering or doing some form of 

community service know that it makes you 

feel all warm and fuzzy inside. To help oth-

ers less fortunate, or to do something that 

will benefit an entire community brings out 

a sense of gratitude and pride.  

 Helping others can actually make 

people feel so good, that doctors are now 

advocating service as a mood booster and 

way of stress reduction. 

 According to Dr. Phil Brinley, from 

the Institute of Health and Well-Being in 

Boston, MA, volunteering can have many of 

the same effects as exercise on mood and 

stress-reduction. 
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Argument Map 

Marble Notebook Size (*right side) 
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PEER CONFERENCING FORM 

DIRECTIONS: Read your partner’s paper. Follow the directions in the left-
hand column. Place a check in the box in the right-hand column after each 
direction is completed. 

Highlight the CLAIM (thesis 
statement) in yellow. 

 

Highlight each TRANSITION 
word or phrase in green. 

 

Highlight the evidence that  
SUPPORTS your claim in pink.  

 

Highlight the COUNTERCLAIM 
in blue.  

 

Highlight the proposal, solution, or 
compromise in purple. 

 

Highlight any background       
information, imagery, description, 
humor in orange. 
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EDITOR’S CHECKLIST 

DIRECTIONS: Read your paper. Follow the directions in the left-hand    
column. Place a check in the box in the right-hand column after completing 
each step. 

All of my sentences are complete 
thoughts.  

 

None of my sentences are run-ons.  

Every sentence has a punctuation 
mark at the end. 

 

I have used quotation marks when 
quoting from a source. 

 

The first word of each sentence 
and proper nouns all begin with a 
capital letter. 

 

I have checked the spelling of 
any words that I wasn’t sure about 
or that looked funny. 
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