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] Elements of a Strong Argument A
] . . |
v * Clearlystated claim (thesis) 1
N\ * Conrete eviderce ard lgic 1o support your clain rA
N et evderce A4
LN Aecdtal evidence (stories or elements from real-lfe) 0
) | | * Recagition of the: comterclaim (e other sk of the 1 .
N agunent) \
4 " G ; ’
/' * Gives a1 specific. proposalsolution]compronise: ‘O
"4 , e . R
s * Cffective transitions between ideds N
o Backgrowd information/imageny/aescriptionmmor to VY
| Support the ament b
N = i Y

There is o dovbt that a_doa would be a lot of work, He would

need to be given food ard water each day, be cleared wp after, be

waked a few times a day, e bathed, and taken to the ver. Avd | keow that

because of how much resporsibility a doa can be and my track record at

being a bit of a slacker (the state of my bedroom savg it all). wovve: alwaus

said o' to a doa in the past, Put_since | started mowing Mys. Wilson's

ward over the summer 1o eam some moreu, | have become wan more

respondible. So. | can absoluteld promise that | am readu to take care of

a pet avd Will do eventthing recessant to care for mi rew friend without

complaining or reeding to be reminded. Just 1o show vou how serions | am,

1
| am vt asking vou to make vowr decision row.for the rext three months

| ronise: | will keep my room spotless, That way you can see st how

I i !
serious | am dboont being responsible. After_three months, you can

make vow decision. S62 What do von sar? Do we have a dedl o am |

"barki;@" U the wrong tree’?

27
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‘, SIMILAR/SAME SEQUENCE
} * also * first
! * similary * second
)| * just s
: *lkewise
“ * ) the same vein
1

— e ——— — o ——— = T o o e en o T o

', CONTRAST ... 1 EXAMPLE

! )

| * oyt \ ¥ ms %4 @xampla
: i d&g@f@ l * specificaly

i * however ; * for instance

\ * nevertheless ‘ * ronely

" * on the contrarny ‘l Wﬁw/m@

‘\ ol — ; - )

';—"TN_E[—)[_)TﬁdN'Z. ————— ';“"CéﬂéEJSTGN —————
\ * additionall l * N closin

I * ﬁﬁrfhaf (ﬁA‘JIth@rmor@) ! “ir the @I‘gof

! * then ! in conciusion

: X moreover ; 10 Sum up
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' Paoragraph Puzzie G#12
D

Irections: Cut out the strips below ond arrange tThem to

make a strong argumentative paragroph.

Howevenr, providing kids with the opportunity To help Those
N need Is actudly a wondenful idea because 1t wil likely couse
jusT the opposite.

Without a doub T, These are admirdble qudiities, Theretore,
It would centainly be In The best interest of our community
to foster these qudiities by having kids volunteen.

Recently, our Board of Education onnounced it would

‘ Additionadly, 1T wil Teach kids responsibility.
' require middle school students To spend a centain numbenr

senvice.

This regponslbliity wil Transter to other ports of theln
ves, ke becoming more responsible 1N school.

Kids who penform community senvice, ke serving in a soup
Kitchen or helping out at the Boys ond Girls Cluo, wil get a
chance to work with membenrs of our community who are less
fontunate.

Opponents of This idea claim That Toraing people To do
anything wil moke tThem angry ond resentful

This wil lead them To become more compassionate and
understaonding human beings.

oT hours each semestenr doing volunteer work or community l

© Jenna Smith, 2014 www.musingsfromthemiddleschool.blogspot.com 36
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Paragraph Puzzle GF22
Directions: Cut out the sTrips below and arrange them To
moke a strong argumentative paragroph.

Sponts and activities ore so ImpontonT In a young person’s life
because I1T’s how we geT exenraise ond Time with our Thiends.

11 would make doing wel In school such a struggle.

Thein nationd s That our developing brains need lots ot sleep To
Tunction wel ond, unfortunately, kids Today just ore not getting
enough.

We coud never get dl of That stuff finished in an hour- 8o we would
have to limt our activities ond workload.

Flayng sponts and participating In afferschool activities is a huge
pant of'mosT Kids’ ives.

It seems There are some pediatricians recommending that
adolescents go to bed by 8:00om

But, when I have basketbal practice or a Ginl Scout meeting, 1 am
rarely home betore 7:00pm, and I am sure This True Tor mony ot
Thiends, Too.

Aithough there may be some beneft To more sleep, earlier bedtimes
would cause severa othenr problems.

T hope my parents hit snooze on Tthis recommendartion.

11 our bedtimes were &:00pm, This would leave us only one hour To
eat dinner, Tcke a shower, do homework. brush Teeth, do chores,,
and pack our lunches Tor The next day.

And There is no way we could give up homework and study Time.

Sure., There may be some beneTlt To more sleep, but an &:00pm
bedtime ig just Too unrediistic.

- - S— G G P GNP e IS G G GNP W W mp ey WO TP o ot e W aue T =
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-——~{ Argument Task Cara [~ -~~~

\
1
Scenario: !
* You redlly woant on Phore. !
* Yo pavents say o because they do vot wowtt to waste morey on something you will only use for texting and ]
socidl media commwication /
* You o rot deny that you will use your phores for commwication, but yu also keow that it has many other uses, [
some of which are: helpful to yowr edcation ',
] Task Wite an agumentative parggraph explaning why you shold ger on Phore. l
f | \
| Transtion Words to include: Althowgh... \
{ for instarce, \
\ b forct, \
\ L am swe... !

n conclusion,
—

—

Scenario:
* Yowr school is adocating that all fanilies participate in Nettional TV Tum-Off Week.
* Yo poents thirk this is a great idea because they feel television is too violent,
\ o do ot deny that there is some viokert programning, bt there is aso mony excellent edvcational shows, as

) el /
) !
1 Task: Write on agpmentative paragraph explaining why yow family showd rot participate: in Nettional TV l
Tum-Off Week. l
\ \

Transtion Words to include: Undobtedly,

It seems...
Moreover,

/
{
|
{ However,
\
\

| am swe,

usingsfro ddleschool.b
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SAVPLE ANSWER #+ \

7
(

\

. j}AEgu ment Task Card -~

Although it is e that | wolld use an Phore to text my friends !
ad post pictures to lstagram, there would ke other wau thatr ny
phore: coild be used, some of which would help with my Edbeation Tor 1
nstarce, many of my teackers recommend welsites at con hel 4
V students practice gdils, lke math facts or vocaollany, n fact, m /
I teacher has given us user rames and passworas for a variety o
I these sites <o We com practice on owr' own time. | am swe that using
I my phore to practice these skills before bed, when waiting for the = |

Yy P . | g

0 Dis, or when divirg o soccer practice would certainy hélp 1o make \
I me abetter stugent. In conclusion, om Phore would be arear for \
| commumicating with my friends, it more importantily it Wﬂ?b@ an \
\
\

awesome tool to help me ab beiter in school \

EEOD  e——y

Argument Task Card
HSAVPLE ANSWER*

Undoubtedy, there are many violent shows and movies on telexision
\ Howexer, before yu agree to ow participation in National TV Tum-Off !
\ Week, please keow that few of the programs | watch are violent. it
ysees that most of whaat | weatch is edicationdl, ke when | watched the g
) Specidls about great white sharks. Moreover, my fovorite television 1
J shows are on the hitory chamels, especially the shows doont the 1
Cvil War, which is d@%m@ edicational since we spend o mich time |

/

1 studgng it in Socidl Studies class. | am swe that there are many -\
| parents out there whose children watch terribly violent programing and \
| SHOULD participate in this event, but | am not one of ﬂ?@m A since \\
\

\

| waatch so mavy edvcationdl shows, it would be a shame for me 1o miss
them.

\

usingsfro ddleschool.b oot.com



--—{ Argument Task Card

\ Scenario:

\ < Now Board of Edducattion is recommending tha the: school doy be exterded by ore: how for more ELA and

\ Math time, citting time for afterschool activities. !
Vb ot deny that ELA and Math are: imporiont subjects to leam, biur yu also feel thar afterschool sports, #
) teams, and clos are valudble, as well. /4

/

1 Task: Wrte on agumentative poragraph explaing why yow Doard of Coeation shond reconsider this

/ recommendation
|
| Transtion Words to include It is mue..
{ Dut,
\ Without a dout,
\ Addditiorally,

-— —1 Argument Task Card

\ Scenario:
\ Y priricipal is plaing 1o allecate: haf of the student activity furd to bw rew playgromd equipment for the
\ Kindergarten playgromd
\ b ot deny thatt rew ploygrowd eqiipment would be great for the Kindeggorten students, bur yu also feel
) thar wpdating the computers in the schools computer b walld better sene the entire scheol
) /
1 Task Write on agpmentative parqgraph explaing why o prircipal should rethink_ how this money will {
|
\

/ be spert.
{
| Transtion Words to include: Despite.
{ Sirce..
\ As you com see,
\ Trther,
I the end, e —
— — = -_ = —

© Jenna Smith, 2014 www.musingsfromthemiddleschool.blogspot.com



HSAPLE ANSWER *

g ~i@w‘gu ment Task Card

It is e that LA and math are important sugects in school and
N students reed to work hard in these areas to do well. But, to add
another hour 1o the: school day and cut afterschool activities for this 1
| 18901 a bit overboard Withour a dolor, some kids could benefir /
) from a longer school dgg, but for most kids, owr aftermoons are /
packed with sports and clbs which are also important for owr health, ¢
/ i - .
development, and socialization. Additionall, we reed time to sperd
\

,I with our families avd 1o do homework and study, and a longer-school
| A would certainly take awey from that. Of conrse school is \
| Importont, but to increase ow time there at the experse of \
\ | eventhing else we have in the aftemoons and everings i just taking
v things oo far, .

r

N 7

HSAVMPLE ANSWER*

- -imgu ment Task Card

Despite the fact that ow Kindergarten students deseve a great

\\ plavgromd, o spend half of the smog/rr activity fund to bwy rew I'
\ eqliprent for them is going too far. Since the playgrowd would oy be
) vsed by Kindergarten students, very few in owr student body would

) e 1o exnjoy tiis puchase. As you con see, it would be difficutr o1
J _Ustify giving so much money to a project that benefits <o few, so a1
; etter idea might be to wpdate the computers in the lab because all |

1 the students in the entire school use them. Tirther, the staff often uses\
I the lab, so this would h@lp them. as well. In the end, Mp&f&n‘img the \
| computers in the lab wolld be a nuch better purchase because the
\  wiole buildng, students and staff, would be able to berefit

\

S0 w—y

X
\
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Discussion Ongonizer
CArgument Writing?

‘ 1. Discussion Team members:

‘ 2. What is your question?

3. What Is your “gut” reaction to this question ond why?

4. What might be on argument against your gut recction?

HKAKKKKKAKAKAKAK KK KKK KK KK KKKAKAKAKAK KK KK KKK KKK KKK KK KKK KKK KKK

‘ 5. Your Teammates Thoughts on This issue:

\

© Jenna Smith, 2014 www.musingsfromthemiddleschool.blogspot.com
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Nome: Date:

Argumentative Paragraph

Question:

© Jenna Smith, 2014 www.musingsfromthemiddleschool.blogspot.com
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ATTENTION
RANDALL JUNIOR HIGH STUDENTS!!

The holiday season is quickly approaching and you know
what that means...

Our annual

So, clean out your cupboards and hit up a “can-can” sale
because we need your donations! We will be collecting
non-perishable goods that will be donated to local families
who need a little help this holiday season.

In addition to donations, you may want to consider being a
Helping Hand. Helping Hands will be traveling around the
community on Wed., Nov. 27 and delivering our

“At last year’s food drive, | volunteered
as a Helping Hand and it was an
awesome experience. All the families
were so touched and grateful for their
box of food. It felt so good to help these
people out and certainly made me feel
very grateful for all that | have. If you get
the chance, volunteer to be a helping
hand! You won't regret it!”

~ Jamie K., grade 8

AATATATAYA'AATATATATAATATAVATATATATA'ATATATATAATATA'AVATATa AaTATA"A A

NN NANSNMNAAAXIXTFTAAXZX A RAEEAR AR AAN/

Holiday Food Drive!?

AP AAN/
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The

Daily Journal

September 2014

Vol. 4

Community Serv

“Folks who spent just
an hour a week doing some
form of service work, report-
ed feeling a reduction in
stress. Further, they claim
to have felt an increase in
happiness and overall satis-
faction with their daily lives,”
says Brinley.

Dr. Mark Halden,
principal at Randall Junior
High, believes so much in
the benefits of community
service that he is urging his

BY J. SMITH

NEW JERSEY—Those who have spent
time volunteering or doing some form of
community service know that it makes you
feel all warm and fuzzy inside. To help oth-
ers less fortunate, or to do something that
will benefit an entire community brings out
a sense of gratitude and pride.

Helping others can actually make
people feel so good, that doctors are now
advocating service as a mood booster and
way of stress reduction.

According to Dr. Phil Brinley, from
the Institute of Health and Well-Being in
Boston, MA, volunteering can have many of
the same effects as exercise on mood and
stress-reduction.

Board of Education to re-
quire middle school stu-
dents to spend a certain
number of hours per semes-
ter volunteering.

“When students vol-
unteer, they develop a real
sense of compassion for
their fellow man. They de-
velop a strong sense of re-
spect for their community
and pride in their actions.
Additionally, our students
who volunteer demonstrate
responsibility, which mani-
fests in less tardiness and
absenteeism,

ice Boosts Happiness

and fewer missing or incom-
plete homework assign-
ments.

“A service require-
ment for our students is a
win-win! The community
benefits and the student
benefits. This in turn benefits
our entire school.”

Despite the research
Halden has to support his
push for a community ser-
vice requirement for middle
schoolers, there are some
students and parents who
are rallying against it.

“You can’t force any-
one to do anything!” says
Dan L., parent of a 6th grade
student at Randall. “When
you force people to do
things they don’t want to do,
they get resentful. | don’t
want my kid to be resentful.
They go to school to learn,
not volunteer. The school
should leave this alone.”

The Randall School
Board will be voting on this
issue early next week.
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CR CONFERENCING FORM

DRECTIONS: Reaid your partver's paer. low the directions in the left-
hond colum. Place a check in the box in the right-hand colum after each

drection is wmp!ar@d.

Highlight the CLAIM (thesis
statement) in yellow.

Highlight each TRANSITION
word or phase in green.

Highlight the exiderce that
SUPPOKTS your claim in pink.
Highlight the CONTERCLAM
in el

Highlight the proposal, solution, or
compronise: in purpl&

Highlight any backgromd

informattion, imqgety, description,
oy in orange:

——

- GED WD VRS D GEED D WS GEN GEES G S S W = my e— - T am et ame S ey T e




-—

- GED WD VRS D GEED D WS GEN GEES G S S W = my e— - T am et ame S ey T e

EOITORS CHECKLIST

DRECTIONS: Read your paper. Blow the directions in the lefi-hoand
colim. Place a check in the box in the: right-hand colum after completing

each step.

Al of my senterces are complete
thoyghts.

Nore of my sentences are mn-ors.

Bvery senterce has a puctuation
mark at the end,

| hove used qrotation marks when
qoting from a sowrce.

The first word of each senterce
and proper rows all begin with a
capfral letter.

| hve checked the speling of
oy words that | wasnt sure about
or that looked furny,

——
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